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Reaching Back and Looking Forward
The fiftieth anniversary of the Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality is an opportunity to
honour the past and contemplate the future. From its founding in 1963 as The United Church
Ottawa Lay School of Theology, the life of this organization has relied on insightful and
dedicated men and women who lit the torch, carried it, and passed it along for fifty years. Now,
in 2013, the flame we have been given is both a gift and a responsibility. In learning how the
torch was lit and how this flame was passed on through the years, we prepare for the future.
The United Church Lay Schools of Theology
In post–World War II Canada, there was a growing interest within the Christian laity in the study
of the Bible and religion. Reasons for this deepened interest were diverse, including experience
with war, increased opportunity for post-secondary education, and a burgeoning body of
academic study on both the Bible and religion. During the 1950s, Canadian universities
responded by establishing departments of religion and religious studies. However, courses given
at secular universities had an academic point of view and could not provide a direct Christian
perspective, while Divinity schools were set up to train clergy rather than educate the laity.
There were efforts across Canada by the United Church to educate the laity; however, lay
members and clergy saw a need for establishing a National Lay School system with a predictable
curriculum taught by qualified teachers. In November 1959, an ad hoc committee met at
Mackay United Church in Ottawa. Ralph Young, secretary of the National United Church Board
of Men, was the convener. W.A. Monaghan, from Ottawa, was made the chairman of this
committee. Among those who attended were Professor Larry Read, Chair of the Religion
Department at Carleton University, and Rev. Dr. George Johnston from the United Church
Divinity School in McGill University, who was assigned to “get the details” about the
curriculum used by a lay school sponsored by the Glasgow University in Scotland. This threeyear course of study, with first, Bible Study, then Christian History and Theology, and finally,
Ethics and Worship, ensured that all the basic areas of religious and spiritual study were covered.
In fall 1960, schools based on the “Glasgow Curriculum” were set up in Montreal and Toronto in
association with the United Church Divinity Schools and were primarily taught by professors
from these schools. Both the preparation of lay leaders and the creation of “an informed and
intellectually alert laity” were seen as equally important goals. In the next few years, the ad hoc
national committee, now meeting in United Church House in Toronto, welcomed lay schools
from across Canada, including Halifax, Kingston, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Regina, Saskatoon,
Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, and Ottawa. Affiliated and fledgling lay schools existed in
quite a few other cities from Amherst, NS to New Westminster, BC. The ad hoc committee
became the National Steering Committee on Lay Schools of Theology in February 1964 and was
now led by Professor Larry Read.
Unfortunately, even as the National Steering Committee was working on pulling together
enthusiastic groups from across the country, a number of the earlier schools had begun to falter.
Causes for this included lack of lay leadership and/or declining enrolment as well as a lack of
support from the local United Churches. Congregations were taking on the role of Christian
education themselves. Some schools, including Ottawa, were becoming ecumenical. This
ecumenism led the Committee to re-evaluate its status within the United Church. Then Read
stepped down to take a sabbatical in India in June 1968. During a major reorganization at the
national level of the United Church, while Read was in India, the National Steering Committee
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“was lost in the shuffle.” Without a central organization, the remaining Lay Schools of
Theology lost touch with each other. There have been attempts by members of the Ottawa
School to find the lost sheep, but it seems that the Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality is
the lone survivor of the United Church’s National Lay School System.
The Ottawa Lay School of Theology – The Roots of Success
Beginning in 1950, the University of Religion at Chalmers United Church, now Dominion
Chalmers, had been offering an eight-week winter program with courses given by experts in their
fields and open to all denominations in the Ottawa area. This school, along with the extension
courses being offered by Professor Larry Read at the Religion Department of Carleton
University, was providing opportunities for religious and spiritual education to the laity of the
Christian churches in Ottawa.
However, believing that a school based on the national model would provide the laity in Ottawa
with even greater opportunities, Monaghan and Read began working on establishing the Ottawa
United Church Lay School of Theology. In 1963, Read decided to suspend his extension courses
at Carleton University, and with Monaghan, approached the dean of the University of Religion,
Rev. J.D. McCrae, with the idea of replacing this school with a Lay School modelled on the
National School system. McCrae came on board, and the minister of Dominion Chalmers
Church, Dr. Frank MacLean, “looked upon the change in a favourable light.”
On May 31, 1963, Al Monaghan sent a formal request to Rev. Norman Coll, secretary of the
Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church, asking the Presbytery to set up a committee to study
establishing such a Lay School in Ottawa. Monaghan offered his services, and those of Read, to
this committee. He hoped to have a Lay School up and running by October of that year. It took
longer than Monaghan had anticipated, but on April 13, 1964, the Session of Dominion
Chalmers were “pleased to grant the request” for using its facilities to operate The Ottawa United
Church Lay School of Theology starting on Monday, October 5, 1964.
The roles that Al Monaghan and Larry Read played in starting and leading the Ottawa Lay
School of Theology cannot be over-emphasized. As members of the laity, not the clergy, their
leadership established the principle of a school created by the laity for the laity. As the first
chairman, Monaghan committed countless hours making sure that the Ottawa school was
running well, and that the Christian churches and the general public of the Ottawa area were
aware of what the school had to offer. In harmony, Larry Read, as the first chair of the School’s
curriculum committee, continued to champion the importance of “an informed and intellectually
alert laity” by ensuring that the School had high academic standards and a qualified staff. Both
Monaghan and Read were strong advocates for gathering and using student feedback to create
curriculum. The combination of a solid curriculum, created to respond to students’ interests,
taught by lecturers with expertise has kept the School on track and relevant for fifty years.
The initial support of the Ottawa Presbytery, the University of Religion, and members of
Dominion Chalmers and other United Church congregations in Ottawa was also essential. The
first dean of the Lay School was Rev. Frank MacLean, minister of Dominion Chalmers Church.
Assistant minister Rev. D.C. Lapp continued his support of the School’s General Committee as
member at large. J.B. Mountain, registrar for the University of Religion, took on this role for the
School. Many lecturers from the University of Religion also remained to teach at the School,
and students stayed to learn, including a future president of the Lay School, Neil Smith, and his
wife, Jean.
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The wider community of Ottawa itself has contributed to the viability of the School. Professors
and associates from Saint Paul University, Carleton University and the University of Ottawa
have responded to our requests to lecture at the School. The clergy and religious leaders of many
faith groups have shared their faiths and their own of areas of expertise. As seat of the
Government of Canada, Ottawa has many civil servants who have spoken of their faith
experiences in providing for the public good. Professional people have shared their expertise
and experience in ethical matters. And to frost this rich cake, the same pool of people which
provides the School’s teachers also provides its students and the people who are not only willing
but able to run it.
Early Years
It was into this fertile soil that Monaghan sowed the first seeds. In the first brochure, Monaghan
described The Ottawa United Church Lay School of Theology as “A new adventure in learning,
offering a purposeful program of studies on the Bible, Theology and Church History, Christian
Ethics and Applied Christianity.” This brochure was sent to all United Churches and leaders of
other Christian communities throughout Ottawa, while ads were placed in both the Ottawa
Citizen and the Ottawa Journal to alert the general public.
As the opening and closing worship services at the start and end of the School year did not offer
much opportunity for interaction, a break was instituted. Besides providing student fellowship
and a forum to talk with lecturers, students had time to appreciate the books provided by
Canterbury House Bookstore at a table run by School volunteers for many years. The School’s
relationship with Canterbury House continued until it closed its storefront in 2006 and
amalgamated with the Saint Paul University bookstore. The book table is now provided by
Dragan Tail Bookshop.
Spreading Our Wings
A publicity committee was formed to bring in new students, and in order to continue to appeal to
those already attending the School, Monaghan designed a “B Stream,” which provided students
who had completed the three-year course of study with alternatives to the Basic Curriculum.
When interviewed, Larry Read stated his belief that bringing in another course of study for
returning students was essential to the School’s survival, along with the School becoming
ecumenical.
In 1966, the talk of union between the United and Anglican Churches introduced the idea of
Anglican sponsorship for the School. There were Anglicans attending already, but a formal
relationship would provide more communication with Anglicans in the Ottawa area. Although
the union between these churches did not materialize, the Anglican Diocese did decide to
sponsor the Lay School. By September 1967, Rev. J.F. McRae, Deputy Director of
Programming of the Anglican Diocese, wrote, “the Anglican Church was now pleased and
anxious to participate in the Lay School of Theology.” The Anglican Diocese encouraged its lay
men and women to attend the School in the fall of 1967, and by January of 1968 had become an
official sponsor.
This move to ecumenism and the sponsorship of the Anglican Church called for the School to
redefine its relationship with the United Church. The School was no longer under the auspices
of the United Church, but worked alongside the Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church, as well
as the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa, to provide a Lay School for both of these organizations.
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After repaying the initial $500 grant from the National United Church Board of Men in 1968,
what was now the Ottawa Lay School of Theology was officially operating on its own.
For the most part, the School remained in the able hands of its first executive for a number of
years. Mary Anglin was the first secretary and A.W. McVicar the first treasurer. Early members
of the executive who gave over seven years of service include L.G. Peskett, William Roxburgh,
H.W. Hagey, and Katherine English. There was as well a large core of committed members in
the General Committee. This solid base of dedicated members kept the School strong and
viable, even when such stalwarts as Monaghan and Read spent periods of time in the “back
benches.”
In fall 1970, Prof. Read stepped down as Curriculum Chair, but returned to take on chairmanship
again from 1973 to 1976, and then again for two more terms from 1991 to 1997. Monaghan
remained chair of the Lay School for nine years, stepping down in the spring of 1973. After a
short break, Monaghan continued to take an active role in the School, becoming Curriculum
Chair from 1982 to 1985 and again from 1988 to 1991.
New Leadership and Sponsorship
Taking over the chairmanship from Monaghan in 1973, long-time student, Marion Gibbons,
affectionately known as “Bunty,” was the first Anglican chairwoman of the School. There was
an increase in enrolment with new students joining many returning students. New lecturers were
joining the “faculty.” The School was blessed with a new sponsor as well, the Presbyterian
Church in Ottawa.
Paul Garceau, a future School president, had represented Knox Presbyterian Church on the
General Committee for many years. His participation and that of other Presbyterians encouraged
Gibbons to approach Dr. McCuaig of Knox Presbyterian Church in 1974 about the Presbyterian
sponsorship for the School. Rev. Peter Wotherspoon, Clerk of the Ottawa Presbytery, accepted
the invitation, and by 1975/76, the Burning Bush, logo of the Presbyterian Church, was displayed
on the School’s pamphlet. The School now had three downtown churches as rotating hosts:
Dominion Chalmers United, St. John’s Anglican, and Knox Presbyterian.
On Solid Ground
J. Harrison Cleveland, another Anglican, became president in 1976. In an interview in the
Ottawa Journal on October 8, 1977, Cleveland reported an enthusiasm for the School which
showed that “the people who sit in the pews are the ones who have to be responsible for their
religion.” He pointed to the ecumenical nature of the School’s students, its curriculum, and its
“faculty” representing a number of faith perspectives. He also stressed that these lecturers were
often drawn from the staff of three of Ottawa’s universities.
When Paul Garceau, the School’s first Presbyterian president, took the helm in 1979, enrolment
was fairly steady at around 190 to 200 participants per year. Record-high interest rates on the
School’s investments added to the School’s financial stability. There was even talk of opening a
second school in the suburbs. By the time Pat McClenahan became president in 1982, the
School was able to give donations of $1000 to each of the sponsoring churches for the education
of divinity students. Funds were also set aside in hopes of opening the proposed second school
and to finance a possible summer school in the summer of 1984 to celebrate the School’s
twentieth anniversary. Although the summer school did not materialize, the School did have a
celebratory evening on September 19, 1983. One of the guests was Dr. George Johnston of
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Montreal, founder of one of the first two Lay Schools in 1960. (The Montreal School closed in
the 1970s.) Afterwards, Dr. Johnston wrote to Monaghan, saying, “It was very good to be at a
Lay School again.”
Exploring Roman Catholic Sponsorship
On June 4, 1984, preceding the Pope’s visit to Ottawa in September, the executive met to
consider asking the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Ottawa to sponsor the School. For years,
Father Alexandre Taché, of Saint Paul University and the Christian Council, had been a member
of the General Committee. Professors from Saint Paul, such as Dr. Kevin Coyle, regularly
lectured at the School. The School had a faithful group of Catholic members and students. It
was decided that McClenahan would consult with the School’s sponsoring churches as to their
views in issuing such an invitation. While both the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of
Ottawa and the Bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa favoured this idea, the Chairman of
the Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church had some theological reservations. These “were
cautionary and not to be interpreted as a veto.”
This hesitation resulted in the General Committee reconsidering the issue. Concern over
potential theological conflicts was raised. Monaghan reminded the Committee that the “lecturers
are in control of their lectures” and that the theology of Catholic lecturers had never been an
issue in the past 20 years. The General Committee did decide to pursue Roman Catholic
sponsorship for the School, but followed up on the reservations on the part of the Chairman of
the Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church before actually issuing an invitation. At a meeting
of the Presbytery in early May 1985, a committee drawn from United Church members of the
Lay School made it clear that the School was asking for the Presbytery’s blessing, rather than its
permission. Later in May, the full Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church voted in favour of
endorsing the School’s invitation to the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Ottawa for sponsorship.
The invitation to discuss possible sponsorship by the Archdiocese was sent to Archbishop
Plourde on June 18, 1985, by Neil Smith, now president of the School. There was no reply.
Smith hand delivered another invitation that fall, but a lack of response made it evident that the
Archdiocese was not ready to formalize its relationship with the School. The informal
relationship remained as friendly as before, but the School would have to wait for the eventual
sponsorship by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese.
Challenging Times
Smith’s years (1985–1988) as president were not easy. Confident raises to honoraria and
generous donations made during the past years had shrunk the School’s reserves. Falling interest
rates reduced the income on the remaining bonds, and the cost of running the School was
growing. To make the situation more difficult, enrolment decreased from over 356 in 1984/85 to
234 in 1986/87. The School was facing the same decline in attendance as its mainline sponsors.
The falling enrolment was also due to Professor Robert Osborne’s retirement and move to British
Columbia in early 1985. His departure left a big hole. Osborne’s genuine affection for his
subject and his students had pulled in many people and had kept them coming back. Professor
John Osborne, dean of Arts and Social Sciences at Carleton University, recalls how his father
“loved making subjects come alive for his students.” Osborne had also supported the School as a
member, even taking the chair of Curriculum for a term. His death in February 1986 deeply
saddened the members and students of the School.
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Fortunately, the concept of a school created by students for the sole purpose of learning
continued to bring back “faculty” members such as Rev. Don Boyd, and attract new lecturers,
such as Rabbi Reuven Bulka and Rev. Jim Beall. The School was able to continue to maintain
its character and high standards with only a small rise in tuition. Smith stepped down as
president in 1988, but he, along with his wife, Jean, continued to actively support the School for
many more years. Neil Smith passed away in February 2001, but Jean, while unable to attend
the School now, has maintained her interest in its affairs.
In taking over the presidency in 1988, Robert Wilson said that the Ottawa Lay School of
Theology was “the best bargain in adult education in the city!” Unfortunately, the public did not
seem to even know about the School, let alone what a bargain it was. Enrolment dropped to a
level which would not sustain the School, under 100 students. Donations from sponsors and
other sources made up for the shortfall of funds usually raised by student tuition. One of these
sources was contributions from a well-attended twenty-fifth anniversary celebration on January
8, 1989, at Christ Church Cathedral, enriched by the singing of the Cathedral’s Men and Boys
Choir.
In 1991, Bob Armstrong, the vice president, came forward to do his best as president to keep the
School running. Enrolment dropped in the fall term of 1993 to its lowest level in the School’s
history. There were no easy solutions for the problems facing the School. Parking at Knox
Presbyterian and St. John Anglican, two of the School’s hosts, became next to impossible, and
although Saint Paul University was interested in hosting the School, its fees were too high. It
was fortunate that Dominion Chalmers was able to accommodate the School for the next few
years, and concerted efforts to talk up the School with faith groups and friends began to bring in
more students. The School was able to celebrate its thirtieth anniversary on January 8, 1994, in a
service of thanksgiving at Knox Church.
The thirtieth anniversary was also marked by the passing of Al Monaghan in July 1994. Founder
and constant supporter of the School, Monaghan described his work with the Lay School
Movement as a “labour of love.” Professor Antonio Gualtieri, an early and frequent lecturer,
aptly described Monaghan’s leadership in a letter in 1970, saying, “congratulations on your fine
job of organizing and shepherding the Lay School.” In his eulogy for Monaghan, Professor
Larry Read said, “Al’s advice was always modestly given but we knew from experience that it
was not wise to ignore it. Al symbolized in his person what the Ottawa Lay School of Theology
in fact was.” Read concluded his remarks with this beatitude: “Blessed are we who have a friend
who stands for something … who stands for something very good and who stands steadfastly.”
Adapting to New Realities
Tony Fereday became president in 1994. His enthusiasm in talking up the School, which had
earned him the name of “Mr. Lay School” by Professor Greg Bloomquist of Saint Paul
University, did not diminish. The School’s publicity efforts were paying off. An article in
September 1995 by the Ottawa Citizen’s religion editor, Bob Harvey, stating that the School was
“the best bargain in town” certainly helped boost the School’s profile. Ray MacInnis, vice
president at the time, also attributed the rise in enrolment to a radio interview with Rabbi Reuven
Bulka and Professor Tom Sherwood discussing the lectures they gave in the winter of 1996.
The curriculum of the School was also changing in response to the expanding interests of the
school’s student body. While the three-year rotation of Bible, Church History, and
Ethics/Worship was maintained, the subject matter and perspectives of both the core courses and
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the options now reflected the new realities of the religious environment in Ottawa. While these
changes were met with approval by most of the School’s student body, they created a situation
which called for the School to not only uphold its autonomy yet again, but to find a new home.
A course on Islam had been included in the curriculum for the 1997/98 year. Rev. Dr. Churchill,
the minister of Dominion Chalmers, responded in a letter on January 30, 1997, raising his
concern, and that of “several elders,” in regard to the School’s new objective “to dialogue among
members of different faiths.” Churchill wondered if there should be a critique of other religions
from a Christian perspective. Fereday pointed out that the School had always given courses on
other faiths from a descriptive perspective, and that given the diversity of faiths in Ottawa,
respectful dialogue between these faiths was needed. As well, the curriculum of the School was
created to reflect the students’ interests, and the students were very interested in learning about
other faiths. Fereday invited Churchill to give a course on “Christian Belief in a Post-Modern
World.” Fereday and incoming president Ray MacInnis met with Churchill later in March. A
course on Christianity in the Post-Modern World had been included in the course selection,
along with the planned course on Islam. The situation seemed to have settled down.
It was a shock to now president MacInnis when rather than receiving the expected confirmation
for use of Dominion Chalmers for the year 1998/99, Churchill gave notice that Dominion
Chalmers would not be able to accommodate the School for the winter term in 1999, as the
church would need space for its own programming. MacInnis reminded Churchill that the
session had agreed to the School’s use of the Church for the whole year. Given the support for
the School by members of Dominion Chalmers Church, Churchill honoured the agreement, but
he let MacInnis know that “to be fair, everyone should take their turn” hosting the School.
It is probable that the School’s decision to maintain its autonomy in selecting its own curriculum
played a part in Churchill’s asking the School to find a new home. However, Dominion
Chalmers had hosted the School for twelve terms in the previous eight years. It was indeed time
for one of the other sponsors to “take a turn.” Happily, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church agreed
to host the School from fall 1999 to winter 2001.
The School prepared to celebrate its thirty-fifth year of operation in the fall of 1998. Fereday, as
chair of the Anniversary Committee, secured Michael Ingham, Bishop of New Westminster
Anglican Church in British Columbia and controversial author, as the lecturer for this occasion.
As well as having lectured at the School, Ingham had been a curate at St. John the Evangelist
Church while in Ottawa, so his visit was co-hosted with St. John. The School opened its thirtyfifth year with Ingham’s address, “Contemporary Christian Theology,” at Saint John the
Evangelist Church on September 14, 1998. The visit and lecture appeared in two articles in the
Ottawa Citizen, and Ingham was interviewed by CBC.
An anniversary pamphlet, “The Ottawa Lay School of Theology – Celebrating 35 Years of
History,” edited by future president Dennis Cole, was published. Along with School histories
written by Monaghan and Smith, the backbone for this publication was Larry Read’s reflections
regarding the creation and history of the School. Read retired as the curriculum chair in 1997
and is no longer active in the School’s affairs. He has, however, continued to provide the School
with the insight and information he gathered in his crucial leadership as a founder and lecturer,
and in his oversight and creation of our School’s curriculum.
After the success of the Ingham lecture, it was felt that the School should co-host another lecture
by a prominent theologian. A lecture by Professor Walter Wink of Auburn Seminary in New
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York State was organized and co-hosted by Saint Paul University. Wink’s lecture, “The Human
Face of God,” given at the university on January 14, 2000, was very well attended.
Besides dealing with controversy and overseeing celebrations and lectures, Ray MacInnis, with
the help of his wife, Judy, also the School’s registrar, kept the School healthy, both in enrolment
and finances. Along with their dedication and effort, the MacInnises provided the school with
good humour and friendship. Their enthusiasm was greatly missed when they moved to Prince
Edward Island in the summer of 2000. Ray MacInnis died in August 2011, and was joined in his
new life by Judy in January 2012.
Moving Forward
Taking over from an efficient team of two, Helen Grohmann had her hands full when she
became president in fall 2000. Beside updating and revising the Constitution, the School
planned and co-hosted another lecture with Saint Paul University in May 2001 featuring Marcus
Borg, whose work had an inclusive view of other faiths and lifestyles. His lecture “The Battle
for the Bible Today” drew an audience large enough to exceed the venue’s fire regulations,
which delighted the co-hosts, but not the Fire Marshall.
In September 2001, the School received unexpected press after the attack on the Twin Towers in
New York City. The School had no idea how relevant its planned dialogue between neighbours
Imam Gamel Solaiman and Rev. Brian Cornelius for fall 2001 would become. As Grohmann put
it, “The opportunity for communication between the Islamic and Christian communities was
providential.” Grohmann was interviewed by CBC Television. The interview aired on The
National that night, and two more times on national television in other contexts during the
following month. She was also interviewed by the Carleton University radio station, CKCU.
The Ottawa Citizen ran an article on September 14 with comments by both Imam Solaiman and
Rev. Cornelius, indicating the prophetic timing, and providing information about the School and
its location at Dominion Chalmers for that year.
With the School back in an accommodating St. Andrew’s in fall 2002, Grohmann continued her
efforts to improve communication between the executive, the faculty, the students, and the
School’s sponsors. General membership meetings were opened to all students. A Closing
Service, which did not include communion, was introduced in March 2003. The format of the
new vesper service provided the opportunity to thank the lecturers and to celebrate and share
new insights and learning from each course. It also provided a time and place for the executive
to communicate with the entire school community.
Plans for a fortieth anniversary were well on their way when Dennis Cole became president in
2003. By December 2002, Douglas Hall, a well-known United Church theologian and author
from McGill University, had accepted an invitation to speak for the School’s anniversary, and
Southminster United Church had come on board as a co-host. Cole fine-tuned and presided over
this celebratory event, which took place on September 15, 2003.
A New Home for the School
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church agreed to host through the winter of 2005, but the School was
on the lookout for another venue for 2005. Dominion Chalmers, because of the extensive
renovations and rising insurance costs to use this premises, was no longer a viable downtown
host for the School. Christ Church Cathedral was approached, but its space was committed. So
without available “downtown” space, Dennis Cole and Scott Inrig visited All Saints’ Anglican
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Church in Westboro. The church in the near west end was on a bus route and near a transit
station. There was adequate space for holding classes, enough parking, and no insurance costs.
Although there were still concerns about moving out of the downtown core, it was decided to
venture farther afield. There was a decrease in students from the east end and downtown areas of
the city, but an increase in students from the south and west helped to keep enrolment at a
sustainable level.
Although he was able to finish his term as president, Cole had been posted overseas, and other
executive members were stepping down as well. It took some persuasion, but as in the past, new
leaders were found. Cole describes the School as having “legs of its own.” The very idea of a
school which is recreated every year by the students themselves seems to fire the imagination of
people who understand the value of such a unique institution, and the torch is passed on. Dr.
Bob Nelson, who had lectured for the School on biomedical ethics, was a relative newcomer. He
was surprised when he was nominated as president, but accepted, and took office in 2006. He
deeply appreciated the support, experience, enthusiasm, and dedication of his executive and
long-standing members. Nelson feels that “the hand-to-mouth existence of the School keeps us
from getting too proud and brings out the best in those who believe in our mission.”
It was during Nelson’s term that the School put on the course “Islam and Christianity: History,
Relations, Issues, and Perspectives.” David Lee, with Dr. Safaa Fouda and Sister Jean Goulet,
members of the Ottawa Christian/Muslim Dialogue, facilitated this course. They brought
together lecturers from both faiths. Islamic speakers included Monia Mazigh, NDP candidate at
the time and wife to Maher Arar, and Professor Farhang Rajaee, dean of the Humanities program
at Carleton. A sizable number of students came from the Islamic community, and some returned
the following year for Dr. Safaa Fouda’s lecture series “Islam – A Deeper Look.”
The attendance of Muslims for these courses did bring up the possibility of becoming an
interfaith organization. However, when interviewed, past presidents, lecturers, and students have
expressed a strong desire to maintain the School’s Christian base. Familiar lecturers Professor
Gualtieri and Rev. Beall believe that the Christian community needs the School to maintain its
Christian roots. The School provides a unique ecumenical and academic venue for Christians to
share their faith and learn about the faith of others. However, those interviewed also saw a need
to increase the School’s level of dialogue with other faiths.
It remained a puzzle that a school with so much to offer was experiencing a yo-yoing enrolment,
with a slow but steady decline. During a brainstorming session into what measures were needed
to increase the School’s public profile and appeal, it was decided to elicit the opinion of an
outside party. A team of marketing students from Carleton University arrived on January 19,
2009. After gathering information on the School and input from the executive, members, and
students, the Carleton students created a marketing campaign for the School. Their evaluation of
the School’s present situation and numerous recommendations to improve our public profile
were ready by early April.
Rebranding the School
The Carleton students’ marketing study was presented at the Annual General Meeting in May
2009. A new proposed logo with a dove and a cross was popular. It gave the School an
individual and more inclusive Christian identity. However, renaming “The Ottawa Lay School
of Theology” as the “Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality” was a far more significant
move. Omitting the term “lay,” which represented both the School’s origin and identity, was
-13-

difficult. Still, the term “lay” is no longer widely understood and is more likely to confuse
prospective students than to attract them. Nor does the term “lay” describe the students who are
not affiliated with a religious community.
The term “theology” has never been a “straitjacket” for the School’s curriculum. Courses from a
philosophical perspective have always been included, and “spirituality” expressed in ethics, art,
and worship has been the subject of many a course. A long-time member of the curriculum
committee, Rae Finley, believes that offering courses which have included all these perspectives
has ensured the School’s survival. The curriculum has expanded to provide more exploration
into spirituality within Christian organizations, as well as providing more courses on other faiths,
the beliefs of Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples, meditation practices, and other spiritual subjects.
The School’s original objectives, which encouraged not only education of the laity but an
understanding of our faith in our times, provided the flexibility to allow the School to expand its
mandate and to outgrow its name.
When Pat Trites took over as president in 2009, the School had a new name and a new logo.
Incoming secretary Terry Bolduc had created a new brochure featuring the Carleton students’
recommended letterhead and the theme “Connecting people on the path of faith and learning.”
Changing the name of the School’s website provided an opportunity for a much-needed update.
This task was delegated to a team of students from Algonquin College. The new website
facilitates online registration and can be googled. However, there are still glitches which need to
be addressed, so updating the website is an ongoing project.
A new name and a new logo could be perceived as a “declaration of independence” from the
School’s denominational sponsors. Of course, the School does need their support. Due to
increased internal pressures within the churches, the School needed to renew its relationship with
its long-time sponsors. Trites met with all of these sponsors, the initial meetings were followed
up, and there have been positive results in finding sponsor representatives and opportunities to
raise the profile of the School within its sponsors’ organizations and congregations. Maintaining
and increasing communication with its sponsors must continue to be a priority for the School.
Roman Catholic Sponsorship
The School was also on the lookout for new sponsors. There had been efforts to partner with the
Roman Catholic Church throughout the years. In March of 1968, Al Monaghan approached the
dean of Saint Paul University, Father Lamirande, as to potential ties between their lay studies
and our School. Besides the efforts by McClenahan and Smith in the mid 1980s to bring the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese on board, Tony Fereday, then president, along with Anne
McKerrow met with the new Auxiliary Bishop, Frederick Colli, in August 1996. While
familiarizing him with the School, they broached the subject of sponsorship yet again. Colli was
not ready to offer outright sponsorship, but he felt an endorsement was possible. This
endorsement facilitated publicity of the School at the parish level, and Catholic attendance did go
up.
In the fall of 2009, Trites approached the Catholic Church again. Being a Catholic, she knew
that there were papal encyclicals which supported communication with other Christian
denominations. There were therefore grounds to support an official sponsorship of the School by
the Archdiocese. During Trites’ visit, Rev. Joseph Muldoon, Episcopal Vicar of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese, was quite positive and offered to bring the matter up with the Archbishop.
Trites visited Fr. Muldoon regularly, and eventually this persistence bore fruit. On June 15,
-14-

2010, Muldoon, on behalf of Archbishop Prendergast, advised Trites that the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Ottawa would become one of the sponsoring churches of the Ottawa School of
Theology & Spirituality. Now, after years of being a friend, the Roman Catholic community is
part of the School’s family.
Looking to the Future
Trites approached Saint Paul University in order to find another venue for the School. The
negotiations went well, and the School was ready to move to Saint Paul for the 2011/12 year,
until logistical problems made this impossible. However, Saint Paul is interested in hosting the
School in the future. Still, while moving into Saint Paul would enhance the School’s academic
and public profile, being identified with an educational institution could affect the School’s
relationship with the “grassroots” of the Christian community. It would be ideal if the School
could go back to rotating between venues which included host churches and Saint Paul, but
sadly, most churches seem to be unable to provide the amount of space the School needs when
the School needs it. The School has been blessed with the hospitality of All Saints’ Anglican
Church since 2005, joined by First United Church in April 2007. Both hosts are happy to
continue this relationship, but asking All Saints’ and First United to reserve space for the School
on a rotating basis is another matter. As Pat Trites advised during an interview, “We should not
move from this location lightly.”
The School still remains “the best bargain in Ottawa” for continuing religious education.
Incorporating a loose quote from Thomas Oden, Rev. Stanley Hanna, a familiar lecturer,
encourages the School to continue to “teach what is perennially true vs. what is ephemerally
relative.” If this is done, the School will remain as relevant today and tomorrow as it has been
for so many years. The challenge is finding the students who will appreciate what the School
offers. Ideally, the School needs students of all ages; however, the Carleton students’ study sees
the “Over 50s” as the best target. There is now an active campaign to reach this demographic.
Recently, under the chairmanship of past president Bob Nelson, the School’s constitution was
updated. Blake Wright, a lawyer, School lecturer, and president of the School for the fall term of
2012, provided his legal expertise. The present Constitution now reflects the current practices of
the OSTS and is structured to facilitate any needed changes to both the Constitution and By
Laws. The objectives in this Constitution echo the past and include the future:
• To develop an intellectually alert laity who are informed about what the Christian Church has
believed and taught throughout the ages and is teaching at the present
• To work out carefully the meaning of faith and spirituality in our lives and in our times
• To aid and encourage dialogue among members of different faiths
The School is now celebrating its fiftieth anniversary. Tony Fereday, with help from Michael
Davidson, has gathered papers from past and present lecturers and other scholars for an
anniversary book, entitled Triumph of Hope. Janet McMaster, using archival research and
interviews, has produced an updated history of the School, available in this pamphlet and on the
OSTS website. Pat Trites has arranged with the City of Ottawa Archives to house the School’s
papers and records. This anniversary celebration also offers an opportunity to raise the School’s
profile in Ottawa. A colloquium, organized by David Lee, will be held at Carleton University on
November 10, 2013, featuring lecturers from the three Abrahamic faiths speaking to the question
“How can one be a person of faith in the 21st century in Canada?”
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The leadership of the School is also new. The executive has quite a few “new hands” to work
with “old hands” and together these dedicated people will carry the torch of the Ottawa School of
Theology & Spirituality into the future.
Karen Fee, who assumed the presidency from Blake Wright in December 2012, has provided her
vision for the School:
As the School, OSTS, begins its next half-century, the challenge will be to remain
faithful to the roots of our past and, at the same time, create new learning
opportunities for students. This will require creative thinking and discernment. It will
be important to build the student base by getting the word out about who we are and
what we offer, and to engage more students in leadership at the school. And, while
the OSTS will remain firmly rooted in Christian beliefs, it is our desire to remain open
to exploring the wide variety of expressions of faith practised in our community, and
beyond. The OSTS is well positioned to be a leader in theological education in this
time and place, continuing to provide a stimulating learning environment where
questions are welcomed and growth in faith and spirit affirmed.
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Individuals and Organizations
Responsible for creating and sustaining the OSTS
OLST/OSTS Students – Past, Present and Future
The Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality is a truly grassroots organization. The individuals
who organize and ensure the survival of the School are students themselves. From its beginning
as part of a nationwide Lay School movement sponsored by the United Church of Canada, the
founders of the then Ottawa Lay School of Theology were members of the lay community
interested in their own religious education as well as providing religious education to the wider
community. The only prerequisite necessary for attending the School was and is still a student’s
own interest in the courses offered by the School. Neither are there any barriers as to religious
affiliation; both the devout and the doubters are welcome to come and explore their own
spirituality, as well as the spirituality of others both past and present. Resembling the phoenix,
the School shuts down every year, but it is reborn due to the genuine interest of its student body
in spiritual exploration. So it is important to recognize the students for the essential role they
have played and will continue to play in making sure that the OSTS continues to recreate itself
well into the future.

OSTS Sponsoring Organizations
The School has been provided with support by the Ottawa Presbytery of the United Church in
Canada (since 1964), the Anglican Diocese of Ottawa (since 1968), the Ottawa Presbytery of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, (since 1975), and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Ottawa
(since 2010). Throughout the years the School’s sponsoring denominations have provided deans
to offer spiritual guidance and to preside over the opening and closing ceremonies of the school
year. Through representation at executive and general meetings of the School, the sponsors have
provided useful input in deciding the direction and future of the School. Individual
congregations representing our sponsors have also provided venues for the School in their
facilities. These include Dominion Chalmers United Church, St. John’s Anglican Church, Knox
Presbyterian Church, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, and All Saints’ Anglican/First United
Church in Westboro. The School has been able to use the sponsoring organizations’ and their
congregations’ publications to inform their membership about the OSTS and its curriculum,
schedule, and location each year. These partnerships have been an essential support for the
School.
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OLST / OSTS Deans
Rev. Dr. A. Frank MacLean*
1964/65
Rev. M.J.D. Carson*
1965/66
Rev. S.R. Collins*
1966/67 – 1969/70
Rev. K.O. Robinson**
1970/71
Rt. Rev. William J. Robinson**
1971/72 – 1974/75
Rev. George E. Dobie***
1975/76
Rev. Morgan McFarlane*
1976/77
Rt. Rev. William J. Robinson**
1977/78
Dr. Malcolm A. McCuaig***
1978/79
Rev. E.P. Thompson*
1979/80
Rt. Rev. William J. Robinson**
1980/81
Rev’d Mr. C. Sheldon Hastings***
1981/82
Rev. R.G. Percival*
1982/83
Rt. Rev. Edwin K. Lackey**
1983/84
Mr. Graham Kennedy***
1984/85
Rev. Dr. Jan. A. Huntjens*
1985/86
Rt. Rev. Edwin K. Lackey**
1986/87
Rev. Gordon Kouwenberg***
1987/88
Rev. James R. Lee*
1988/89
Rt. Rev. Edwin K. Lackey**
1989/90
Rev. Gerald E. Sarcen***
1990/91
Rev. William D. Smith*
1991/92
Rt. Rev. Edwin K. Lackey**
1992/93
Rev. Duncan S. Kennedy***
1993/94
Rev. Shawn Ketcherson*
1994/95
Rt. Rev. John A. Baycroft**
1995/96
John A. MacFarlane***
1996/97
Rev. Brian Copeland*
1997/98
Rev. T. Allen Box**
1998/99
No dean recorded
1999/2000
Rev. Jim Baldwin*
2000/01
Rt. Rev. Peter Coffin**
2001/02
Rev. Cathy Victor***
2002/03
Rev. Steve Lawson*
2003/04
Very Rev. Shane Parker**
2004/05
Rev. Gwen Ament***
2005/06
Rev. David Sherwin*
2006/07
Rt. Rev. Dr. John Chapman**
2007/08
Rev. Dr. Andrew J.R. Johnston***
2008/09
Rev. Graeme Carruth*
2009/10
Rev. Jim Beall**
2010/11
Dr. Catherine Clifford****
2011/12
Rev. Wayne Menard***
2012/13
Rev. Trisha Elliot*
2013/14
*United Church **Anglican ***Presbyterian ****Roman Catholic
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OLST/OSTS Presidents

1. W. Alan Monaghan

1964–1973

2. Marion Gibbons

1973–1976

3. J. Harrison Cleveland

1976–1979

4. Paul Garceau

1979–1982

5. Patricia McClenahan

1982–1985

6. Neil Smith

1985–1988

7. Robert J. Wilson

1988–1991

8. Robert Armstrong

1991–1994

9. Tony Fereday

1994–1997

10. Raymond MacInnis

1997–2000

11. Helen Grohmann

2000–2003

12. Dennis Cole

2003–2006

13. Robert Nelson

2006–2009

14. Patricia Trites

2009–2012

15. Blake Wright

2012

16. Karen Fee

2012–
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OLST/OSTS Executive Members
Vice President
(did not serve as
president)
William Dunning
A.V. Springate
D.S. Robertson
Dr. Walter Davidson
Rev. Dr. Henry J.
Stauffenberg
Mary-Francis Orifici
Ron Moores
Dorothy Rowat
Flora Crombie
Pierre LaViolette

Registrar
J.B. Mountain
H.W. Hagey
Dr. R. McCollough
W. Plewes
D. Featherstone
Isobel Wooldridge
Kenneth Williams
Gerald Fyke
Robert Armstrong
Herbert Nesbitt
Judy MacInnis
Scott Inrig
Doug Fisher

Curriculum Chair
Larry Read
Prof. C.G. Williams
Dr. Robert Osborne
Rev. J.T.H. Adamson
W. Alan Monaghan
Rev. Allen Box
Tony Fereday
David Lee
Hugh Moser
Helen Grohmann
Karen Fee

Secretary
Mary Anglin
Katherine English
Mrs. J.H. Pritchard
Mrs. J.A. Pickard
R. Watkins
Jean Cann
Elizabeth Cecyre
Kay Simms
Joan Booth
Vivian Lester
Bob Armstrong
Terry Bolduc
Melanie Matieyshen

Treasurer
A.W. McVicar
William Roxburgh
Dr. A.M. Stalker
Neil Smith
Clark Grierson
Kay Simms
Gerald Fyke
Andrew McRae
Dawn Whitehead
Jacob Thoppil
Peter Runia
Tom Hilton
Art Cuenco
Sharon Alger
Doug Fisher

Publicity Convener
L.G. Peskett
Katherine English
Mrs. R.F. Gordon
Jean Smith
Tony Fereday
Mr. and Mrs. Alan White
Daphne Craig
D.S. Robertson
Martha Cunningham
Roderick Macleod
Ray MacInnis
Ron Moores
Belinda Cole
Mary Joy
Lois Jordan and
Susan McKellar
Richard Cathcart
Dennis Gruending and
Martha Wiebe

Book Table
Nancy Johnson
Helen Grohmann
Freda Harris
Rae Finley

Finance
Jeff Bartkiewicz
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OLST/OSTS Faculty
Year after year, in response to the interests of an “intellectually alert” student body, dedicated
curriculum committees have presented students with a full slate of fascinating and diverse
courses. This would not have been possible without the over two hundred qualified lecturers
who have shared their time and expertise for modest honoraria. Lecturers are drawn from the
staff and graduate students of three of Ottawa’s universities, as well as churches and faith
groups, the professions, the civil service and other organizations which put faith into action.
While some lecturers have given only one, two, or maybe three courses, others have become part
of the School’s ongoing faculty of returning lecturers. A number of these lecturers have also
played an active role in the School’s government. The support of these lecturers has played a
major role in sustaining the School for the past fifty years.
Rev. J.T.H. Adamson (6)
Rev. Dr. Anthony Bailey (5)
Rev. James Beall (12)
Rev. Gervais Black (5)
Rev. Dr. Gregory Bloomquist (5)
Prof. Desmond Bowen (6)
Rev. Allen Box (6)
Rev. D.G. Boyd (15)
Rabbi Reuven Bulka (13)
Rev. Paul Busing (4)
Mrs. J.D. Chapman (5)
Rev. Dr. A. Churchill (4)
Mrs. S.R. Collins (4)
Dr. Kevin Coyle (14)
Prof. Robert Dobbie (5)
Prof. Antonio Gualtieri (16)
Rev. Stanley Hanna (10)

Rev. Dr. John Jillions (4)
Rev. C.D. Lethbridge (4)
Rev. W. Marrevee (4)
Rev. David Metzger (4)
Prof. R. Nesbitt (4)
Verna Nuttall (5)
Prof. Robert Osborne (20)
Rev. Patrick Playfair (4)
Prof. Lawrence Read (14)
Rev. Dr. Tom Sherwood (4)
Dr. Anne Squire (9)
Rev. Dr. H. Stauffenberg (7)
Dr. Angela Sumegi (5)
Prof. J.K. Swift (4)
Anne Thomas (6)
Rev. Dr. Walter Vogels (5)
Dr. Jonathan Wouk (4)

Lecturers credit the enthusiasm and diversity of the students for drawing them back to the
School. A desire to explore their faiths pulls together students who have only completed eighth
grade with students who have post-doctorate degrees. Returning lecturers respond to this
combination of academic knowledge and life experience in preparing their material, which
increases the relevance of the courses for the students, and “win-win” relationships are formed.
The School relies on these relationships.
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Frequent OLST/OSTS Lecturers (lectured 10 times or more)

Prof. L. Read

Dr. K. Coyle

Rev. D.G. Boyd

Prof. A. Gualtieri Prof. R. Osborne

Rabbi R. Bulka

Rev. J. Beall

Rev. S. Hanna

Speakers at OSTS Co-Sponsored City-Wide Lectures
(Co-sponsored with the organizations that hosted the lectures)

Michael Ingham

1998

Walter Wink

Marcus Borg

2000

2001

Douglas Hall

2003

Host: Host:
Host:
St. John’s
Saint Paul University
Southminster
Anglican Church
(both Wink and Borg)
United Church
(Downtown)
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OLST/OSTS Host Churches and Congregations

Dominion Chalmers United
1964–2002
Cooper and O’Connor

St. John’s Anglican
1969–1995
Somerset and Elgin

Knox Presbyterian
1976–1991
Lisgar and Elgin

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
1999–2005
Wellington and Kent

All Saints’ Anglican / First United
2005–2013
Westboro – Richmond Rd
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