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Course C:  Introduction to North American Evangelicalism

Lecturer: Reverend Doctor Frank Emanuel

Descriptor:

Who are the evangelicals? Together we will explore the story of evangelicalism in North 
America. Our focus is on those traditions who have identified with evangelicalism in Canada and
the United States. We will look at evangelicals through the lenses of the Fundamentalist 
movement, post-war neo-evangelicalism, and evangelicals today. (51 words)

Outline:

Class One
Who are the Evangelicals?
We will look at some of the academic efforts to describe who exactly are evangelicals in North 
America. 

Class Two
Evangelicals before the Fundamentalist Movement: Setting the Stage
We will do a brief survey of these movements up until the turn of the 20th century and talk 
about their often-significant contributions to the betterment of society pre-Fundamentalist 
movement.

Class Three
The Fundamentalist Movement: The Turn of the 20th Century
The Fundamentalist Movement came at a time when evangelicals were being pushed out of 
their places of influence in society. It is a distinct turning point for evangelicalism and we still 
tend to define evangelicals in relation to this important movement.

Class Four
The Tension of Witness: Beyond Fundamentalism
We will look at the various efforts by evangelicals to redefine themselves post-Fundamentalist 
movement. Our focus will be on post-war neo-evangelicals, the younger evangelicals, and the 
more recent progressive evangelical movements. 

Class Five
The Future of Evangelicalism: Nones, Dones, and Recovery?



We will talk about the state of evangelical Christianity today, including the movements of 
deconstruction, the Nones and the Dones, and some of the efforts to seek distance from the 
evangelical label. This final category will bring us back to our original talk on who the 
evangelicals are and who they will be. 

Bio:
Reverend Doctor Frank Emanuel is an ordained minister and a part-time professor at St. Paul 
University and Algonquin College. His passions include the political dimension of contemporary 
evangelical Christian theologies, spirituality, and systemic theology.


