Course Overview
The School offers six courses in the fall term
and six in the winter term. Each term is divided
into two five-week sessions. Students may
choose two courses per term, totaling four
courses for the year.

Connecting People on the Path
of Faith and Learning

Aims and Objectives
Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality

2022-2023

FALL

WINTER
COURSES

Mondays at 7:30 pm
FALL TERM
19 September – 28 November
WINTER TERM
9 January – 20 March
Dominican University College,
96 Empress Ave, Ottawa, ON K1R 7G3
“… a wealth of inspiring leaders
to give context and perspective
to spiritual and religious practice
past and present.”
– Ann Babin, President

1. To develop theologically and spiritually
alert laity who are informed about what
the Christian Church has believed and
taught throughout the ages and is teaching
at the present.
2. To work out carefully the meaning of
faith and spirituality in our lives and
for our times.
3. To aid and encourage dialogue with
members of different faiths.

About OSTS
The OSTS was founded in 1964 to provide
theological formation for lay Christians.
Today, seekers of all faiths are welcome
and warmly invited to attend the courses.
The School's non-denominational, ecumenical
and inter-faith approach helps its students
to appreciate the meaning of faith and
spirituality in their lives. It is currently
sponsored by the United, Anglican,
Presbyterian and Roman Catholic
churches of Ottawa.

Fees & Registration
Regular Fees
$75/term per term, or $140 for both terms
(must be paid at the start of fall term)
Student Fees
$25/term with a valid student card.
Registration
Online registration preferred:
www.osts.ca/registration
Payment by e-Transfer/Interac
is preferred to: tuitionfees@osts.ca
Cheques can be mailed to:
Ottawa School of Theology & Spirituality
c/o Ann Babin, President,
P.O. Box 62030 Convent Glen,
Orleans, ON K1C 2S0

Certificates
Upon completing 12 courses (equivalent to
three years of study), students are awarded
a Certificate during the end-of-term Closing
Ceremony. There are no tests, homework
assignments or exams given by the lecturers.

For further information
Website: www.osts.ca
Overview: www.osts.ca/pdfs/general_osts.pdf
Ann Babin, President
613-830-8826 | president@osts.ca
osts.president@gmail.com
Dean 2022-2023
Rev. Hervé Tremblay O.P.

FALL 2022 COURSES
First Session: September 19 – October 24 (Choose ONE among A, B, C.)
A. The Trinity: What Does it Mean and
Why Does it Matter? | Rev. Jim Beall

B. The Wisdom of Proverbs (Zoom only)
| Prof. Jane Dawson

C. Introduction to North American
Evangelicalism | Rev. Dr. Frank Emanuel

This Course explores the meaning of the Trinity – its
seeds in the Old Testament, its flowering in the New,
and its subsequent development in the Christian
Church. We will discover why belief in the Trinity
matters, how it shapes the Christian’s understanding
of God, and of God’s relationship with humanity and
with all creation.

Along with Job and Ecclesiastes, the Book of Proverbs is
one of the key Wisdom books of the Hebrew Bible /
Old Testament. It is often approached as a random
collection of sayings with practical advice about the good
life. However, when examined as a whole, Proverbs offers
a much richer understanding of the meaning of wisdom
throughout the Bible and in our own lives.

Who are the evangelicals? Together we will explore the
story of evangelicalism in North America. Our focus is on
those traditions that have identified with evangelicalism
in Canada and the United States. We will look at
evangelicals through the lenses of the Fundamentalist
movement, post-war neo-evangelicalism, and
evangelicals today.

Second Session: October 31 – November 28 (Choose ONE among D, E, F.)
D. Do We Really Need the Old Testament?
| Rev. Stanley Hanna

E. Engaging the Spirit through
Contemplative Prayer | Rev. Glen Stoudt

F. The Pattern of Connectivity (Zoom only)
| Rev. Richard Hollingsworth

There are those who want to jettison the Old
Testament from the Bible. Does the Old Testament
really have anything to speak into our contemporary
society? Does it still warrant a place in our sacred
scriptures? Let's find out, shall we?

Contemplative prayer is an ancient spiritual practice
with ever expanding expressions of discovering God’s
presence. It encourages an open-minded and
open-hearted quest for being in touch with the Holy
while cultivating reverence, anticipation, trust, and
imagination. We will explore its theological roots and
practice it and then reflect on the experience.

In recent times some theologians and Christian writers
have spoken of a new pattern of connectivity between
humans. They also claim that it goes beyond that, to
include other living things. However, they only hint at the
spiritual “location” of this almost metaphysical connectivity
in the human psyche. This course will examine this
connectivity to the divine entity, known as the Holy Spirit.

WINTER 2023 COURSES
First Session: January 9 – February 6 (Choose ONE among G, H, I.)
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H. Discovering the Gnostic Gospels
| Prof. Tim Pettipiece

I. The Rebel Christ (Zoom only)
| Rev. Michael Coren
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Israel/Zion, the Nature of God.

There is a lot of interest today in the so-called “gnostic”
gospels, as well as a great deal of misunderstanding and
confusion. This course will examine some key sources in
historical context, such as the gospels of Thomas and
Mary, in order to determine what they do or do not say
about early Christianity.

Christianity is in essence a personality cult, formed around
Jesus, a 1st-century Jewish man born in a relatively obscure
part of the world, living under occupation, owning no
property, yet who preached a radical message that changed
the world. Who was he, what did he actually say, and how
have we got his teaching so horribly wrong for so long?
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K. Jesus and Christian Ethics
| Rev. Mark Slatter

L. The Biblical & Historical Israel (Zoom only)
| Rev. Fr. Alias Ayoub

What does it mean to "follow" Christ in our moral lives?
What role does prayer and spirituality play in how we are
ethical? This course will tackle topics such as the meaning
and centrality of Discipleship, the Moral Significance of
the Crucifixion of Christ, Scripture and Ethics, Spirituality
and Ethics, and Christian Social Action.

The books of the Old Testament tell us about the history
of Israel, the people of God. Are the biblical narratives
reliable and really historical? What do they tell us and
how do they shape our beliefs compared to archaeological
studies? This course allows one to better understand
Israel’s historical and archaeological background.

Second Session: February 13 – March 20 (Choose ONE among J, K, L.)
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