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Descriptor

In this course we will examine the primary texts and historical contexts of 
the “Galileo Affair,” including the controversial Dialogue of the Two Chief 
World Systems. Along the way, we will learn a little astronomy and physics, 
and some relevant Christian theology.

Outline

Week 1:  A history of astronomy and cosmology: Aristotle through 
Copernicus
Week 2:  Galileo’s Early works and Controversies; St. Augustine’s Natural 
Philosophy
Week 3:  Galileo’s Dialogue on the Two Chief World Systems
Week 4:  Galileo’s Dialogue on the Two Chief World Systems
Week 5:  The trial of 1632 and context of War, Reformation Theology and 
Personal conflicts

Bibliography  The Essential Galileo. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 
2008.
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