
Summary of Course Evaluations – Fall 2018

Rabbi Bulka : Understanding the stories in Genesis

LOVE Rabbi Bulka, his extensive knowledge, down to earth style and sense of humour. Presentations 
informative, enjoyable and inspiring. His clear explanation of the Scripture was very interesting and 
informative. Liked reading the Bible with critical review of events in Genesis. Handouts appreciated, as 
was wide-ranging discussions and the Rabbi’s responsiveness to questions. His depth of knowledge 
opens new perspectives. A unique learning experience. Rabbi Bulka is very learned and cares about the 
importance of the subject. He is interesting and witty and brings life to the subject. Liked the deep 
insights into the Hebrew language and rabbinic traditions.

Fr. Roy: Revelation across religions 

Great depth of knowledge and experience; Fr Roy’s style of teaching keeps the class moving along, a 
nice mix of lecture and opportunity to ask questions. His sense of humour also welcome. A timely 
course and a good opportunity to learn about the basic tenets of various religions – information 
presented in a most respectful manner. Discussion was encouraged with a focus on objectivity when 
evaluating a religion’s basic beliefs – stressed the importance of attempting to understand another’s 
point of view without agreeing on a personal level. 

I felt the course served as a reminder of the importance of “first seek to understand”. Enjoyed the 
challenge of looking across the perspectives of 5 different world religions. Fr Roy’s warmth, knowledge 
and humour were greatly appreciated. The course progressed very logically and provided a thorough 
overview of the religions. It gave me a reason to research other religions and what their faith was based
on.  His clarification of various philosophical and theological terms made them comprehensible to us. 
He was a very good example of what the Catholic faith ought to be. 

Rev. Tom Sherwood: New ways of ministry with SBNR young adults

Dynamic guest speakers -great to engage with such inspiring young leaders, tremendous knowledge 
exchange on this important topic, handouts helpful and informative. Amazing and relevant guest 
speakers covered a broad topic area, interactive, multimedia. Liked hearing first-hand from the 
organizers and leaders heading emergent church movements. Tom is a very capable speaker, well 
organized and enthusiastic about SBNR. Liked the variety of speakers and the reading lists provided. 
This course made me think – I realized that our church is doing many of the “right things” but our 
leadership is concentrating on the Sunday morning experience. 

Rev. Kevin Flynn: Liberating words – 10 Commandments/Beatitudes – 10 very good, 5 good

Great topic, very well organized and well prepared, delivered in a thoughtful, logical manner; good 
timing and pace of info presented which allowed for Q&A; liked reference to Greek origins of words in 
the Bible and the importance of the translation. Thoughtful reflections deep but practical so they can 
be put into practice in our daily life; texts expanded to show wider relevance than often supposed.  
Power point presentation very helpful, it gave me a chance to see and understand the 10 
Commandments and the Beatitudes in a new and fuller way. The transitioning from the historical 
relevance and the application for today was extremely well done. You are the consummate lecturer! 



Fr. Boutros/Deacon Mike Gawargy: Coptic Orthodox Christianity

Comprehensive. It was interesting to learn about a different denomination, the similarities and 
differences. Good course, very organized, easy-going but informative style of presentation. An enriching
experience – instructor knew his material and was well prepared. The copious downloads were helpful. 
Very organized and clear, online access to material was a great help. Fr Boutros had a very deep 
knowledge which he shared with great warmth. The bread was a nice touch! 

Fr. Boutros is a wonderful teacher – organized, knowledgeable, engaging. He brings in props/examples 
that give a third dimension to the class and help understanding. He is passionate about his subject and 
teaching, and it is contagious. Thank you! Many fine details about this church explained – icons, robes, 
communion, loaf of bread, etc. Excellent preparation through email. Mike Gawargy is personable and 
enthusiastic while providing a detailed overview on the history and tradition of his church. The notes 
and videos sent as a follow-up to the lectures were helpful and much appreciated. I appreciated being 
invited to attend his church liturgy. The slides were excellent and I could re-read them on my computer 
at home. 

Pastor Martin Malina: Learning new ways to pray

This course opened my eyes to different kinds of prayer and different ways of praying. His approach was
very ecumenical. He was also very open in acknowledging some of the less than Christian ideas 
pertaining to Jesus that Martin Luther espoused.   I liked learning about Luther and his view of 
Christianity, and in particular his views on prayer. Well done! 

Rev Malina is very knowledgeable and spiritual – a wonderful way to end the evening in this course. 
This course was obviously given much care in concept, planning and execution. I liked that we were 
given numerous and varied opportunities to participate in other denominations of Christian faith – 
encouraged to do field work of visiting at least one other denomination. Presenter was exceptionally 
skilled in dealing with potentially sensitive areas across the denominations.   Felt really lucky to have 
this exposure to the Lutheran denomination, appreciated Martin’s honesty about Luther’s antisemitism
and unsupportiveness of the poor. Martin’s energy and enthusiasm impressed me.


